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Town Planning update: 


The Concept application is continuing to be assessed by Tweed Shire Council and we have had site visits with 
several key stakeholders including Council (Assessing and Ecological officers) and State Government 
(Biodiversity and Conservation Officers). We have been invited to brief the Northern Regional Planning Panel, 
who are the consent authority for our application and give them some insight into the project and proposal. We 
are looking forward to sitting down with the regional Panel and Council in this forum and assist in their 
understanding of the Concept. 


State Government has reviewed Councils Planning Proposal to remove permissibility of Rural Land Share 
Communities from the Shire. This Planning Proposal has received gateway approval, subject to conditions. The 
key condition for the Nightcap project is: 
e State Government has specifically required Council to enact a savings provision for Nightcap and existing 
RLSCs in the shire. This will specifically ensure any removal of permissibility will not impact our Concept 
or related DAs moving forward. 


We see this as a great outcome for the Nightcap DA and acknowledgement of the process being undertaken. 
This could arguably be seen as a tacit endorsement of the utility or merit of the Nightcap submission. This savings 
provision and further detailed reporting (incl. community consultation) will now be prepared by Council before 
more comprehensive proposal being determined by State Government. This Planning Proposal is a long process 
and we will keep the community informed on when and how to provide feedback and input as opportunity arises. 


General store update: 


Our hard working general store manager, Tony is away until further notice with a health issue. We wish 
him a speedy recovery and hope to see him back behind the counter at the store ASAP. We truly 
appreciate all of his hard work to date. Tony has done a fantastic job laying the ground work for future 
success. 


We have also taken on board a new co-manager, Suzi Bowles. Suzi has joined us at this crucial time and 
has definitely been thrown into the deep end but is powering on and doing a fabulous job especially now 
that Tony is unavoidably out of action. 


Suzi has put a call out to anyone in the community interested in helping out at the store for a few hours or 
half a day here and there, please register your interest. Staff will need to have their RSA or be willing to 
complete an RSA course. 


We also need community volunteers. If anyone can spare a few hours of their time to help out instore 
and maybe even put up their hand to clean the toilets once or twice a week to lighten the load it would be 
greatly appreciated. 


Exciting new stock coming soon... There will be a capital injection instore in the coming months. We will 
be topping up the shelves with lots of new stock. This also will include a future upgrade to the bowsers 
which we all are looking forward to. 


Recently the commercial precinct has seen the addition of Jules in her coffee van outside Sphinx 
Café. The coffee van is open Wednesdays to Sundays, serving up hot drinks and toasties with bush 
tucker jams and spreads available for purchase. Not to forget her pet parot Basil who is now the most 
colourful and favourite local in Mt Burrell. 


Legal update: contempt hearing : Ms Norman (defamation) 


The hearing before Justice Sackar proceeded today, following the adjournment in February. His Honour has 
reserved his decision. Our lawyers are however satisfied with how the application proceeded. 


Due to his Honour’s trial commitments, it will be 2 weeks before judgment is handed down. If his Honour 
concludes that Ms Norman has breached the terms of the injunction, his Honour will then seek submissions as to 
penalty. 


Ms Norman conceded that she was responsible for publishing the articles. This therefore expedited the hearing 
and avoided the need for cross examination. 


The focus of Norman’s defence was that the evidence did not demonstrate beyond reasonable doubt (being the 
criminal standard of proof) that a reasonable person reading the publications would interpret those publications as 
having breached the injunctions. 


We are hopeful we will have a decision in early June. We are cautiously optimistic. 


